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bodies in various Yogic postures. Some were standing in water,
Some were doing Pranayama. Some wore tiger skins while
others wore deer skins and barks of trees. Some were offering
libations and some were doing Homas. Some were worshipping
Hari with flowers and offering fruits and cooked coloured rice*
Yet some others were worshipping him with leaves of bilva and
tulasi. Mantras such as, Gopala, Varaha, Ashta Lakshmi,
Dwadasakshari were being chanted by many. In the midst of

the sages was sitting erect on a tiger skin Brahma in contempla-

,'

tiou, ' concentrating on the tip of his nose. Dasaratha paid
obeisance to the sages and Brahma. He took his seat before
them. Addressing him Vasishtha said : "Brahma is doing severe
penance here along with several other sages. Very soon. Lord
Vishnu will manifest himself here. 0 King, have a holy dip in
the sacred Swami Pushkarini and start muttering prayers and
Japa.^ Dasaratha requested Vasishth to initiate him the nece-
ssary Mantra. He was initiated. He began to mutter the twelve
syllabelled Mantra sitting at an even place near the Pushkarini
in front of a Yantra specially drawn and after worshipping Lord
Srinivasa. Vasishtha also was seated on grass. He also began to
recite the Mantra. Shortly afterwards a great sound was heard.

All were horrified. A brilllai t light, as great as all the light-
nings put together, was seen. It was as though millions of suns
and moons appeared simultaneously. None could understand
what it was. In the midst of the light a dazzling Vimana sprang
up. It had several towers, compound walls, gates, gem-studded
festoons and flags in it. Decorated exquisitely it was giving
out a steady brilliant light. There were many fruit bearing and
flower bearing trees in it. A good play-ground also was there.

There were also elephants, horses, chariots, birds and

animals of various kinds* Fine and fragrant breeze was blowing.
Multifarious musical instruments were producing melodious notfiSy